
 

“We are on the move” 
Higher-performing schools, strong academic growth, and fewer schools labeled as 
“low-performing”: Durham Public Schools made powerful progress in the last school year, 
according to performance data released today by the State Board of Education.  
 
“We have powerful teachers and offer outstanding opportunities for Durham County children, 
options that other schools can’t match in the arts, dual-language immersion, engineering, and 
more,” said Dr. Pascal Mubenga, Superintendent of Durham Public Schools. “Supported by our 
Strategic Plan, we are seeing even greater academic results that prove that Durham Public 
Schools is the best choice for progressive public education.” 
 
Lakewood Elementary, a school that had been targeted for a potential takeover by the state’s 
Innovative School District, gained an impressive 16 percentage points in academic performance, 
vaulting its state School Performance Grade from an “F” to a “C.” DPS’s three Montessori 
schools—Lakewood Middle, George Watts Elementary, and Morehead Elementary—and 
Rogers-Herr Middle all rose from a “C” to a “B.” All told, the number of DPS schools with an “A” 
or “B” letter grade rose from 8 in 2017-18 to 11 in 2018-19, and the number of schools with an 
“F” letter grade fell from 6 in 2017-18 to only one in 2018-19. 
 
DPS’s overall four-year graduation rate climbed to 82.9 percent in 2019 from 81.5 percent in 
2018. Three of DPS’s four specialty high schools maintained an astounding 100-percent 
graduation rate: City of Medicine Academy, J.D. Clement Early College High, and New Tech High 
School. The fourth, Middle College High at Durham Tech, had a graduation rate of 97.9 percent. 
Durham School of the Arts had a graduation rate of 95 percent. 
 
Eighty-four percent of DPS schools either met or exceeded academic growth expectations set 
by the state. Eleven schools had astounding academic growth from year to year (more than five 
percentage points): 

● Burton Elementary 
● Club Boulevard Elementary 
● Easley Elementary 
● Eastway Elementary 
● Hope Valley Elementary 
● Pearsontown Elementary 
● Brogden Middle 
● Lucas Middle 
● City of Medicine Academy 
● J.D. Clement Early College High 
● Durham School of the Arts 

 
Twelve schools had very high proficiency gains from year to year (more than five points): 

● Burton Elementary 
● Eno Valley Elementary 
● Lakewood Elementary 

 



 

● Y.E. Smith Elementary 
● George Watts Elementary 
● Brogden Middle 
● Carrington Middle 
● Githens Middle 
● Lakewood Montessori Middle 
● Lowe’s Grove Middle 
● Lucas Middle 
● Shepard Middle 

 
Middle schools led Durham Public Schools in academic performance gains this year, including a 
district-high gain of 7.6 percentage points in sixth- and eighth-grade math. Overall Grade Level 
Proficiency for the district rose from 48.3 in 2017-18 to 49.0 in 2018-19. 
 
“Our Strategic Plan is about much more than academic benchmarks,” said Dr. Mubenga. 
“However, it’s gratifying to see that our efforts in supporting the whole child, retaining and 
recruiting excellent employees, connecting with our community, and operating efficiently are 
all working together to support our educators and academic support staff and produce such 
strong results. We have a lot left to achieve but we are clearly on the move.” 
 
The number of schools labeled as “low performing” by state accountability measures declined 
from 14 in 2018 to 11 in 2019. Brogden Middle, Eastway Elementary, Eno Valley Elementary, 
Githens Middle, Lakewood Elementary, Lucas Middle, and Y.E. Smith Elementary have all shed 
the label. Since 2016, that number has been cut almost in half (from 21). 
 

 


